
Cloverdale Community League Commercial Development Survey 

 

Long-time residents of Cloverdale will recall that on the land now occupied by the 

Soho condominium on 98
th

 Avenue, the community once had a gas station and 

auto repair shop, a convenience store and, for a while, an excellent Thai 

restaurant. Prior to building the Soho, the developer consulted with the 

community on the kinds of business that might be housed in the ground floor 

commercial bays. Some residents expressed interest in amenities such as a 

restaurant, pub, or café, a boutique bakery or cheese shop, or a convenience 

store. Others were concerned that such businesses would attract too much drive-

by commuter traffic, adding to parking congestion on nearby streets. In the end, 

the Soho bays proved most attractive to professional offices, and ever since 

Cloverdale residents have been without basic local commercial amenities, with 

the exception of the Culina café in the Muttart Conservatory.  

This year the City of Edmonton launched the Corner Store Pilot Program to 

explore the revitalization of small-scale commercial activities in mature 

neighbourhoods. It is part of the City’s drive to encourage infill development and 

higher population densities in mature neighbourhoods, and to create a more 

“walkable city.” Under the program, the City will provide financial and other 

supports to small retail or service businesses that invest in mature 

neighbourhoods.  

Residential revitalization in Cloverdale has seen the local population more than 

double over the last three decades, creating a socio-economic environment that 

could support small-scale shopping and/or food service businesses. Currently 

there is no obvious location for this kind of development: Under current zoning 

laws it is only allowed on 98
th

 Avenue and the Soho commercial bays are fully 

occupied. However, the mix of businesses there could change in the future, and 

other properties along 98
th

 Avenue may someday undergo commercial 

redevelopment. 



To assess community support for commercial development, the Cloverdale 

Community League invites local residents to complete this online survey between 

now and July 15th. The results will be posted on the CCL website, shared with the 

City officials working on the Corner Store Pilot Program, and made available to 

businesses interested in locating in Cloverdale.  

 

Question 1. Do you support the development of more local commercial amenities 

in Cloverdale?  Yes, No, or Maybe 

2. Would you patronize a local convenience store? 

Regularly, sometimes, rarely, never. 

3. Would you patronize a local restaurant or café? 

Regularly, sometimes, rarely, never. 

4. Would you patronize a local bakery or other specialty food shop?  

Regularly, sometimes, rarely, never. 

5. What other types of commercial or retail development would you suggest in 

Cloverdale?  

6. Do you think the community should be consulted on the scale and type of any 

future commercial development? Y or N 

7. What do you see as the main negative impacts associated with local 

commercial development? 

8. What do you see as the main positive benefits associated with local commercial 

development? 

 

 


