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By Paul Bunner 
Co-chair, Cloverdale LRT committee 
 
There have been a number of important developments related to the Southeast 
LRT project. They include the October release of the heavily redacted public 
version of the Request for Proposals that was issued to the three multinational 
global engineering and construction consortia that are bidding on the project.  
 
As directed by City Council, concerned stakeholders and citizens were invited to 
submit questions in response to the public version of the RFP. Cloverdale’s 
questions  seek the release of more detail from the RFP related to our 
community’s long-standing concerns about some of the design elements and 
construction scheduling in the river valley.  City Administration has until January 7 
to respond to RFP questions. 
 
The successful bidder is expected to be chosen in late 2015, with construction to 
commence in January 2016. There is some speculation that the fall of oil prices 
and government revenues may impact the schedule.  
 
Also in October, at the CCL annual general meeting, our MLA David Dorward 
requested a letter outlining our concerns related to the SE LRT. Below is an 
abridged version of the letter. 
 
Dear David, 
 
River valley stakeholders, who include the Cloverdale and Riverdale community 
leagues, the Edmonton Folk Festival and Edmonton Ski Club, and residents of 
Connors Hill, recognize that this 4.5-year, $1.8 billion P3 project – the single 
largest municipal infrastructure project in Alberta history – is vital to ensuring the 
City has a modern, efficient public transportation system to accommodate our 
current and future population and economic growth. 
 
We also acknowledge that the chosen route through our region is the best 
available option, and that the Muttart Station will yield significant benefits for 
valley stakeholders and enhance downtown river valley access for all 
Edmontonians. In fact, we believe that that the Muttart Station is a vital step 
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towards realizing the phenomenal recreational potential of the central valley 
parklands. 
 
But we further believe that these historic opportunities may be wasted, at great 
risk to the environmental integrity and recreational potential of this key region, 
unless our reasonable concerns and constructive proposals related to a certain 
LRT design elements, construction staging and scheduling, and ongoing public 
engagement, are fully addressed and resolved. 
 
Here are our three main issues of concern, and proposals for resolving them: 
 

1. Design Elements: The current design includes three pieces of peripheral LRT 
infrastructure that will occupy an enormous amount of existing green space 
below the Peace Dove and inhibit future recreational development. They 
are the 300-foot rail siding adjacent to the Muttart Station, the 5,000-
square foot Muttart Storage Building, and the 3,300-square foot Transfer 
Power Sub-Station. All conflict with the proposed Edmonton Ski Club 
redevelopment plan. The siding necessitates reducing the nearby service 
road to one-way southbound, inhibiting local access and egress for all 
stakeholders and potential future recreational users. While we 
acknowledge that the power station must be located in the valley to power 
trains out of it, we believe it can be repositioned to minimize negative 
impacts. The siding and storage building, in our view, should be removed 
from the valley altogether. We are further seeking a fair assessment of our 
proposal for a “snow shed” covering a section of Connors Hill Road and the 
LRT tracks alongside it. This would eliminate the need, under the current 
design, to move Connors Road nine metres into the south bank of the hill. It 
would thereby resolve the hill stability and noise concerns of Connors Hill 
residents, and significantly add to the elevation, skiable terrain and 
economic potential of the Ski Club. 

 
2. Construction Staging and Scheduling: The project is scheduled to take 4.5 

years from the start of construction in early 2016 until the first train runs in 
late 2020.  The existing Cloverdale footbridge is scheduled to be down for 
30-34 months. We are recommending a sectional approach to construction 
that focuses resources and shortens the length of time that every region 
through which the LRT passes is subject to negative traffic, noise and other 



disruptive impacts. Furthermore, we are recommending a temporary 
summer ferry or water taxi service, and possibly a maintained and 
monitored winter ice path, as detour strategies to serve the thousands of 
Edmontonians who currently use the Cloverdale footbridge to traverse the 
river.  
 

3. Ongoing Public Engagement: Countless design and construction decisions 
will be made during the procurement and construction phases of the 
project that will affect local stakeholders. City Council has expressed its will 
that there be public engagement throughout the life of the project. 
However, City Transportation officials redacted over 90 percent of the 
public version Request for Proposals that was released to bidders this fall, 
including the sections related to the public engagement process, which 
raises concerns that stakeholders will have very little input and influence as 
the projects unfolds.  
 

We understand that the SE LRT is a project of the City of Edmonton, but as you 
noted at our AGM, the Government of Alberta has a large investment in the 
project, as does the Government of Canada.  We would appreciate whatever 
assistance you and your government can provide to ensure that our concerns are 
heard and resolved. We all have a stake in the success of this enormous project, 
and the City should welcome input from stakeholders at every level. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Paul Bunner, 
Co-Chair, CCL LRT committee 
 
  


